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Lawyers affect the 
public’s lives 

everyday lives in 
countless ways. 

Involved in: buying a 
home, writing a will, 
to prosecuting and 

defending criminals. 



Lawyers

Counsel

Research 

Strategize

Problem-solve

Draft

Plead

Negotiate



Legal System of Thailand

Based on Civil law system

Code of law influenced by codified 
systems such as France, Japan, 
Germany and also customary laws of 
Thailand



The legal 
profession 
in Thailand 
has three 
categories

Judges

Public prosecutors

Lawyers



In the early years, it could be 
said that the power of judiciary 

and lawmaking was solely 
vested with the King. 

Today, although the King is the 
Head of the Thai Nation, his 
legislative power is exercised 

with the consent of the National 
Assembly and the power of the 
judiciary is vested in the Courts. 



1914

In 1914, the Bar Association in 
Thailand was formed and was the 
first Thai lawyers’ organization. 

2528

Following this, the legal profession 
and practice in Thailand was 
legitimized with the establishment 
of law schools and with the 
Lawyers’ Act B.E. 2528 (1985). 



Legal 
education 
system in 
Thailand



Legal 
education in 
Thailand = 
undergraduate 
programme 
and also 
postgrad 
options

National University Entrance Examination 
conducted by the Ministry of University Affairs. 

4-year Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) course

1-year Master of Laws (LL.M.) 

doctoral programme (Ph.D), 



How often you 
go to court 
depends on 
whether you act 
primarily as an 
"advocate/ 
attorney”or a 
“lawyer”. 

If you primarily act as an advocate, you also 
may be called a "litigator" or "trial attorney." 

Criminal attorney = you likely will spend a 
great deal of time preparing for and going to 
court. 

Civil attorney = how much time you spend in 
a courtroom will depend on what kind of 
law you practice/where you do your work. 



A day for a civil 
litigator could 
include 

RESEARCHING 
LEGAL 

QUESTIONS

DRAFTING 
PERSUASIVE 
ARGUMENTS

PREPARING 
FOR AND 
TAKING 

WITNESS’ 
STATEMENTS

PREPARING 
FOR TRIAL 

AND 
NEGOTIATING 
SETTLEMENTS



Transactional lawyer

If you are this type of lawyer, you may not spend any time at all in 
court. 

Instead, you would spend a great deal of time counseling your 
clients about business transactions (like selling a company) and 
then drafting the documents that will help legally accomplish 
your clients' goals.

Within each of categories, there are a lot of specialties.



Where Could I 
Work?

• Lawyers work just about 
everywhere — law firms, 
private business, 
government, the judiciary 
and academia.



Life in Law Firms

Law = destination of choice for many 
new law school graduates. 
Law = destination of choice for many 
new law school graduates. 

If you are in a law firm, clients, such as 
individuals or businesses, would hire 
you to perform legal work for them. 

If you are in a law firm, clients, such as 
individuals or businesses, would hire 
you to perform legal work for them. 

On a day-to-day basis, you would work 
for a variety of clients on a variety of 
projects.

On a day-to-day basis, you would work 
for a variety of clients on a variety of 
projects.



In most law firms, as a new lawyer, you would 
be called an "associate.“
In most law firms, as a new lawyer, you would 
be called an "associate.“

After some significant period of time, you would 
be eligible to become a "partner" in the law 
firm. 

After some significant period of time, you would 
be eligible to become a "partner" in the law 
firm. 

Generally speaking, partners have an ownership 
interest in the law firm and collectively they act 
to manage the law firm.

Generally speaking, partners have an ownership 
interest in the law firm and collectively they act 
to manage the law firm.



Law firms come in all shapes and sizes. 

They could have a large variety of practice areas like corporate, 
real estate, civil rights, family, immigration, employment, 
environmental, entertainment, insurance, intellectual property, 
criminal, or tax; or they may specialize in a limited number of 
practice areas. 

They could be large (500+ lawyers), medium (several hundred 
lawyers) or small (2-20 lawyers).



You may choose to work for yourself = "solo practitioner." 

In big firms= common to work 60-80+ hour work weeks. In 
smaller firms, the hours may be less, but they may not be. 

In general, most lawyers work long hours.



Life in Private 
Business

• If you work at a 
private business, you 
would be known as 
in-house counsel. 

• You would be a 
lawyer for the 
company and the 
company would be 
your one-and-only 
client.



Your role would be 

to give business 
and legal advice

draft and review 
contracts

negotiate business 
deals

develop business 
opportunities

help the business 
avoid ris

work on investor 
relations 

manage outside 
law firms who 

perform legal work 
for the business.



The size of any particular in-house 
counsel department varies greatly.

Business and legal experience is 
required for these positions.



Life in the Judiciary

• Clerk
• Work typically involves 

researching, reviewing and 
summarizing legal issues in 
cases before the court; drafting 
orders, internal memoranda, 
and opinions; and observing 
various judicial proceedings.



•An extremely 
small 
percentage of 
lawyers work 
as judges.



Life in Academia

•Lawyers in academia teach, counsel, research 
and write scholarly articles and books. 



•LAWYER’S 
ETHICS

•THE FRENCH 
LAWYER-
CASE STUDY



•GENERAL PRINCIPLES



•All civil law codes provides for 
the principle of honor, 
honesty, integrity, and 
respect for the proper 
administration of justice 
through multiple provisions 
and various lawyer’s duties. 



•In France, lawyers must “respect the 
principles of honor, fairness, 
impartiality, collegiality, tact, 
moderation and courtesy.”



•INDEPENDENCE



• In both civil and common 
law systems, lawyers 
consider themselves 
protectors of their clients’ 
rights. 



• The French lawyer is considered 
“an independent person who 
lends his eloquence and 
credibility to someone in whose 
cause he believes, and who 
needs help.”. 



• The French lawyer may reject 
or withdraw from a case he or 
she does not believe in, 
provided the lawyer gives 
timely notice to the client.



• By contrast, in common law 
systems, such a withdrawal 
may be considered 
unethical in light of the 
lawyer’s duty of loyalty and 
commitment to the client. 



•Civil Law In France, Article 1.1 of the French 
National Internal Regulations on the 
Profession of an Advocate (“French RIN”) 
state: “[t]he profession of lawyer is liberal 
and independent profession in whatever 
form it is practiced.”



Under Article 1.3 of the RIN Lawyers “shall exercise 
[their] functions with … independence….” 

The French RIN do not provide further guidance on 
the lawyer’s duty of independence. 



•The independence of a lawyer does not 
mean the liberty to exercise a right, but the 
willingness to always apply sufficient 
distance in order to put acts the lawyer 
considers useful in relation with the law and 
ethical rules.



•A French lawyer 
must be 
independent from 
external 
influences.



•Article 16 of the 
French RIN prohibits a 
lawyer from 
participating in a 
“network” if it 
compromises his or 
her independence. 



• Under Article 16.1 of the French 
RIN, “network” is defined as “any 
formal or informal inter-
professional arrangement between 
one or more lawyers and any 
members of another profession or 
business, establishing an enduring 
community of interest with the 
objective of developing a current or 
potential clientele and/or 
promoting the provision of 
additional services.”



•The French lawyer is not 
an agent of the client, but 
an “independent person 
who lends his eloquence 
and credibility to 
someone in whose cause 
he believes, and who 
needs his help. 



•He sometimes vouches for clients 
by declaring his belief in their 
cause, which is precisely what a 
lawyer in the United States is not 
supposed to do.



•PROFESSIONAL 
SECRECY



•In France, the 
principle of 
confidentiality is 
referred to as 
“professional 
secrecy”.



•The French RIN provide 
that the violation of the 
obligation of 
confidentiality constitutes 
both a criminal offence 
and a breach of the rules 
of professional conduct.



•Under the French 
RIN, the lawyer is a 
necessary confidant 
of the client. 



•The duty of 
professional secrecy 
is “general, absolute 
and unlimited in 
time.” 



• The lawyer must not reveal 
professional secret in any 
manner, with limited 
exceptions when it is strictly 
necessary for the client’s 
defence before a court or 
when the disclosure is 
authorized by law. 



•CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST



• In France, the 
French RIN limit 
the free choice 
of lawyer by 
consideration of 
conflicts of 
interest.



• Any situation that 
causes interference 
between interests, 
which could 
influence or appear 
to influence the 
independent, 
impartial and 
objective 
performance of a 
duty.



• Lawyers may not 
accept instructions 
from any new client 
if it will breach his 
or her obligation of 
confidentiality 
towards a former 
client. 



• No conflict will exist if 
the lawyer informs the 
clients of the conflict 
of interest between 
them and receives an 
agreement, reconciling 
that conflict.



•DEDICATION, 
DILIGENCE, 
CARE, DUE 
PROCESS



• In France, 
Article 1.3 of 
the French RIN 
state that 
lawyers owe 
their clients a 
duty of 
“dedication, 
diligence and 
care.” 



• Under the French 
RIN, the duty of 
care requires the 
lawyer to properly 
assess the facts of 
the case or matter 
in order to 
provide 
intelligent, 
meaningful, and 
sound legal 
advice. 



• The lawyer is 
required to 
establish the 
nature and extent 
of the legal 
transaction for 
which assistance is 
requested.



• When the lawyer has a 
reason to suspect that a 
legal transaction is 
intended to assist in the 
commission of an 
offense, the lawyer must 
immediately seek to 
dissuade his client. If this 
fails, the lawyer must 
withdraw from the case. 



The French RIN 
also provide for 
the duty to 
respect the 
principle of due 
process. 

• In order to ensure “fair 
and equitable 
proceedings, with full 
respect of rights of 
defence,” the principle 
of due process requires 
that “[m]utual and full 
communication of 
relevant facts, evidence 
and legal arguments 
should be exchanged in 
good time and in 
writing.”




